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MARCH = 1993 Of fey. Js 


EXCUIRSIOIN 2 INENTS SIBIZETE 


Meeting March 5 Annual General Meeting - 
Members Night / 
Meeting April 2 "The Eyes fave It". K. McDonnell 
Excursion March 7 Serendip , Lara - C.)Nalman 
March 6-8 WVFNCA Campout - Princetown 
Excursion April Pomborneit Cave and Floating 
Islands L. Fink. 


Meetings as specified are held at the School 


President: Dr. K. McDonnell Ph.053 326800 of Mines and Industries, Lydiard Street Sth., 
SEES LS LYS gait gzhem Cr eeunke 338220. EXCURSIONS AS SREGIEDY COUN RICE 
SUC a hitixe Ye SUN ET tan Bare FROM CROCKERS, enr. STURT AND ARM- 
Editor: Mr. L. Fink 052 861319 STRONG STS. BALLARAT, at 9.20 a.m. for 


P FULL: DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 
HALF DAY* 


Field Reports: February Meeting 


Ken McDonnell - Hyacinth Orchids are flowering abundantly 
in Creswick forest. Large slug seen at 
Invermay, tt was 12 cm long, has a grey 
striped posterior and a spotted, translucent 
anterior with red streaks 

Lyndsay Fink - 12 Pelicans heading towards Lake Narboon. 
Whistling Kite fledgling at Meredith tip. 

Allan Morrison - 200 Musk Lorikeets coming in to roost in 
Grammar School gardens. Other members 
reported widespread sightings of lorikeets 
from all areas of Ballarat. 

Margaret Tonkin - Echidna in Canadian Forest. 


Avis Barlow - Many Pied Currawongs in Mt Helen garden. 
Del McDonnell - Pair of Tawny Frogmouths at Invermay. 


Greg Binns - Breeding season extended at Clunes swamp. 
Swans, Cormorants and Teal are still nesting. 
Pair of Brolgas with two juveniles. 

Ken Hammond - Striated Pardalotes moving through 
Wendouree. 

Kit Williamson - Clutch of 3 Masked Lapwings hatched and 
survived on Grammar School oval quite near a 
building site. 

Frank Harrap - Observations from Wombat Forest: flock of 
Gang-gang Codatoos feeding on seeds of 
Prickly Moses. An adult male crashed into a 

- juvenile bird, Knocking the young bird off 
its perch. Two Blue-winged Parrots, 

John Gregurke - Brown-headed Honeyeater collecting fur from 
Koala’s back at Wildlife and Reptile Park. 
Boobook owls feeding pair of young on insects 
and small honeyeater at Anglesea 


Committee Meeting: Thursday March 25th At 7.30 pm 
at Helen Burgess Home 130 Moola St. 


ORCHIDS of the BALLARAT DISTRICT. 
No. 7 of a series. 


Spiranthes sinensis Austral Ladies' Tresses 


Peak flowering time: January to February 


This interesting orchid is a slender to 
moderately robust plant with an erect 
flowering stem, 10-40cm high.The 3-4 
linear to spathulate leaves are basal 
and there are several bracts along the 
flowering stem. The many small fragrant 
flowers are arranged in a spiral spike, 
and each with a surrounding green and 
Slightly furry bract.Sepals and lateral 
petals are bright pink and the frilly 
labellum is glistening white with the 
edges curved inward. 


Austral Ladies' Tresses grows in swampy 
or marshy places, often in water or 
areas that are intermittently flooded. 
It is considered to be a rare orchid 
in this district and is recorded for 
only three separate localities. 
Further afield it has been found 

in the Brisbane Ranges and also 

near Castlemaine. It is scattered 
throughout the temperate eastern 

and southern parts of Victoria as 
well as most other States. 


PJM. 


LORDS OF ANTARCTICA 


This was the title of a cruise to the Far 
Side of Antarctica. The Kapitan Khlebnikov, a 
Russian Icebreaker was to do three cruises to the 
Antarctic this season. I went on the first which 
was to see the Emperor Penguins. The cruise left 
from Cape Town so I decided to spend a few days 
in Africa before heading South. 

On 12th November 1992 I flew to Harare in 
Zimbabwe then on to Hwange where I stayed a few 
nights at the Sikumi Tree Lodge, one of a few 
lodges on the outskirts of the National Park. 

There had been a long drought, but a week 
pefore I arrived the rains had come. This did 
mean that most of the animals had dispersed to 
the fresh water pools. Throughout the year there 
is constant bore water for the animals. 

Hwange is at about the same latitude as 
Townsville. Because it was so hot we were taken 
“out early morning and late afternoon to observe 
the animals. Unfortunately we only went 10 miles 
jnto the Park and we saw few animals there, we 
gaw many more outside the Park. Animals mostly 
geen were - Elephant, Giraffe, Kudu, Zebra, 
Wildebeest, Buffalo, Sable Antelope, Warthog, 
Hyena, Jackal etc. The big cats were not in our 
observation area unfortunately. The elephants 
had young, some of the adults were very aggressive 
one even charging our open 4WD, it could have 
had nasty consequences, but all was well exce pt 
for a dent in the bonnet of the jeep. 


The Park contains 107 animal species and 
410 bird species. Because I had no bird book I 
had to rely on the guide for identification. 
It was great to see White-backed Vulture, Yellow- 
billed Kite, Tawny Eagle, Lilac-breasted Roller, 
Yellow-billed Hornbill to name put a few. 
In the garden a bird bath attracted the Masked 
Weaver Birds. The nests hung from the tree above. 
The male builds the nest, then does a dance (up 
side down) to attract the female. If she does 
not like the construction she destroys the nest. 
Does he do better the next time? 

To be continued Helen B. 


Wombat Forest Excursion — 6th February 1993 


Frank Harrap lead us to a cool haven in the Wombat 
Forest to escape the heat of summer. The rainfall during 
the summer has resulted in a vigorous growth of grass on the 
forest floor which provided a delightful picnic spot along 
the Spargo Creek. 


Cool, clear water was running along the creek which was 
lined with ferns and Christmas bush still flowering. Tall 
messmate and candlebark eucalypts and blackwood wattles 
towered overhead. A few spring flowering plants were still 
blooming: Ivy-leafed Violet, Bluebell and Grass-leaved 
Triqger Plant. 


Birds such as White-naped Honeyeater, Brown Thornbill, 
and Golden Whistler were active in the canopy of the trees. 
White-browed Scrubwren and Grey Fantail were common along 
the creek. Several juvenile Grey Fantails were observed in 
their browner plumage with buffish markings on the head. 
The quiet of the afternoon was broken by the raucous screech 
of a Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. Other birds seen were 
Crimson Rosella, White-throated Treecreeper and Satin 
Flycatcher. F 


The highlight of the afternoon was watching a pair of 
Rufous Fantail tending a nest with two eggs. The nest was 
built in a shrub about a metre above the water in the creek. 
It is amazing that these dainty birds with delicate, 
fluttering flight can migrate to Queensland and New Guinea 
for the winter and return to south-east Australia to breed. 


The excursion participants enjoyed their evening meal 
in the bush. Mosquitoes were Kept at bay by generous 
application of insect repellent. Thanks to Frank for 
sharing his Knowledge of the Wombat Forest JG 


° 


Annual Subscriptions 


Annual subscriptions for Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat 
have been Kept the same as last year. It would assist the 
club if vou could pay the treasurer as soon as possible. 


Adult Member $14 
Family $22 
Distant Member $10 
Juniour Member ‘under 18 years? $7 


Newsletter Postage - membership plus additional 34 


SIGNIFICANT TREES of the BALLARAT DISTRICT. 


Eucalyptus camaldulensis ---- River Red Gum 
MW brookeriana ---- Brooker's Gum 
Hakea laurina ---- Pincushion Hakea 
Eucalyptus globulus subsp. 
globulus ---- Tasmanian Bluegum : 
ui pauciflora subsp. 
pauciflora ---- Snow Gum 
us pauciflora subsp. 
niphophila ---- Snow Gum 
W) rubida ---- Candlebark 
Yt Ppapuana ---- Ghost Gum 
Acmena smithii =—oe ROB ss lisy 
Eucalyptus yarraensis ---- Yarra Gum 
Allocasuarina verticillata---- Drooping Sheoak 
Banksia marginata ---- Silver Banksia 
Acacia melanoxylon ---- Blackwood 
iD implexa ---- Lightwood 
Eucalyptus obliqua ---- Messmate 
uw radiata ---- Fine-leaf Peppermint 
Ww viminalis ---- Manna Gum 
iD viminalis subsp. 
cygnetensis ---- Rough-barked Manna Gum 
uJ microcarpa . ---- Grey Box 
MY sideroxylon ---- Red Ironbark 
WJ bauerana ---- Blue Box 
Angophora costata ---- Sydney Red Gum 
Eucalyptus melliodora ---- Yellow Box 
Pinus sp. Po) 


de a er Se 


SHORT PLANT LIST for EXCURSION 6-12-1992. 


WINTER SWAMP WILDLIFE RESERVE. 


Acacia melanoxylon 

zr verticillata 
Cotula coronopifolia 
*Cyperus eragrostis 
Eleocharis acuta 
Epilobium sp. 
Eryngium vesiculosum 
Glyceria australis 
*Holcus lanatus 
*Hypochoeris glabra 
Juncus pallidus 
Melaleuca armillaris 
Microtis unifolia 
Montia australasica 
*Picris echioides 


Ranunculus glabrifolius 


*Rumex acetosella 

Rumex brownii 

Senecio quadridentatus 
*Trifolium repens 

Typha dominengis 

*xUlex europeus 


Blackwood 

Prickly Moses 
Water Buttons 
Umbrella Sedge 
Common Spike Rush 


Prickfoot 

Australian Sweet Grass 
Yorkshire Fog 

Smooth Cat's-ear 

Pale Rush 

Honey Myrtle 


- Common Onion Orchid 


White Purslane 

Ox Tongue 

Shining Buttercup 
Sheep Sorrel 
Slender Dock 
Cotton Fireweed 
White Clover 
Bulrush , 
Gorse 


Long Swamp Appeal 


Forty hectares of Long Swamp near Maryborough has been 
purchased by the Victorian Conservation Trust. Funds were 
provided from Department of Conservation and Environment, 
Victorian Conservation Trust and the Local Community Group. 
This has been a great success for conservation. 


The “Victorian Conservation Trust is appealing to the 
Local Community Group to raise a further #2000. Donations 
can be sent to Victorian Conservation Trust, 8th Floor, 49 
Spring Street, Melbourne, 3000. Donations are tax 
deductible and donors will be forwarded a receipt. Further 
details are available in correspondence received from the 
WVFNCA, : 


Australian Native Mammals. wl 


order Diprotofonta Super Family Vombatoida Family 
Phascolarctidae. 


Koala :- Phascolarctos cinereas. 


The name means "The Bear with the Silver Grey Fur". 
Over its range from Sub Tropical to Cool Temperate 
regions the Koala is limited to areas where there 
are suitable food trees. 

They feed almost soley on Eucalyptos leaves, which 
have a high fibre low protein with strong smelling 
oils, phenolic compounds and sometimes cyanide 
precurses, to cope with this the Koala has numerous 
adaptions, most singularly an enlarged CAECUM (an 
Appendix), oils and other toxins are detoxified in 
the liver. They are solitary animals, males being 
larger than females and having a chest gland for 
marking territories. 

They breed in early summer, the female produces 
usually a single young, weighing less than 0.5 gr 
and remains in the pouc for 7 months, it is weaned 
at about 12 months and is independant at 18 months 
Too large a population may strip trees bare and 
starve, the Koala population is not self regulating 
although clearing has reduced their range, however, 
their distribution is greater now by liberating 
animals in areas where they have not been before. 
The long term future could be in some doubt. 

There are no Koalas in Tasmania. They are common 
“in their limited habitats. 

They are quite common around Ballarat, coming into 
the outskirts of suburbia. 

There are three sub species, the one in Victoria 

is P. cinereas victor. 


Road deaths seem to be the greatest hazard between 
Ballarat and Geelong, I would suggestthat up to 
20 Koalas are killed in this way every year. 


Hifin 


